Surface Transportation Board
Washington, B.C. 20423-0001

®ffice of the @hairman
June 1, 2016

The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Bill Nelson

Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Science, Senate Committee on Science,
Commerce, and Transportation Commerce, and Transportation

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building 716 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Deb Fischer The Honorable Cory A. Booker

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Surface Transportation Subcommittee on Surface Transportation
and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, and Merchant Marine Infrastructure,
Safety, and Security Safety, and Security

United States Senate United States Senate -

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Thune, Ranking Member Nelson, Subcommittee Chairman Fischer, and
Subcommittee Ranking Member Booker:

I am writing to provide information pertaining to the Surface Transportation Board’s
implementation of Public Law 114-110, Surface Transportation Board Reauthorization Act of
2015 (“Reauthorization Act” or “Act”). With this letter, please find a status chart of the major
actions that the Board is undertaking to execute these requirements. I will continue to send you
monthly updates until all relevant provisions of the Reauthorization Act are completed.

Arbitration. Tam pleased to report that on May 12, 2016, the Board issued a notice of proposed
rulemaking amending our existing procedures for the arbitration of disputes before the Board, to
make those procedures conform to the statutory requirements in Section 13 of the
Reauthorization Act. Comments on the proposed rulemaking are due by June 13, 2016, and
replies are due by July 1, 2016.

Investigative Authority. On May 16, 2016, the Board issued a notice of proposed rulemaking to
establish procedures for Board-initiated investigations pursuant to Section 12 of the
Reauthorization Act. Comments on the proposed rulemaking are due by June 15, 2016, and
replies are due by July 15, 2016.




Rate Cases. I previously reported that the Board held a series of informal meetings with
practitioners, consultants, and stakeholders to share their views and ideas for expediting large
rate cases. Those meetings were productive and led to a number of promising ideas to help the
Board process large rate cases more quickly. My intention is to initiate a proceeding by June 15,
2016, in accordance with Section 11 of the Act, and report further on that in my next update.

Thank you for your thoughtful oversight and ongoing interest in the Board. Please do not
hesitate to contact me with any questions about this or any other matter before the Board.

/¥
Daniel R. Elhott I
Chairman
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